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personages do well to be ever mindful of the Golden Rule,
" Trust nobody who is visible to the naked eye."

Prince Bismarck draws no salary as a Prussian Minister.
In his official capacity as Chancellor of the German Empire
he receives ^2,700 per annum. The rest of his income is
derived from his estates, the acreage of which is very con-
siderable. Owing to the prevailing low prices of grain and
* timber, however, they only yield a comparatively small
revenue. Were Bismarck an ordinary nobleman, or even
a Count, he might be considered wealthy j being a Prince,
he can only be accounted moderately well off. Up to 1867
he only owned the Schoenhausen estate in the Altmark,
about 2,800 morgen in extent, and mostly capital land.
That year he purchased the Varzin property in Nether
Pomerania with the endowment of ^60,000 granted to him
by the Prussian Diet. Varzin, to which he has since added
the Sedlitz and Thorow estates, comprises some 30,000
morgen, consisting in great part of unproductive soil, some
of which is not even suitable for fir-plantation. Four years
later the Emperor, exercising his rights at Sovereign Duke
of Lauenburg, bestowed upon his Chancellor the Sachsen-
wald domain, situate near Hamburg, and, at one extremity,
abutting on the Elbe; an estate of 28,000 morgen, chiefly
magnificent beech forests, and devoid of arable land as well
as of any residential dwelling. To this the Prince has
recently added the contiguous estates of Schoenau and
Silk, as well as a large farm, which has not proved a profita-
ble investment. The timber from the Varzin woods is
disposed of to three manufactories of ligneous paper situate
on the Wipper river; that felled in the Sachsenwald is sold
to a great powder-mill standing on the Prince's land close
to the Elbe, and is also worked up into posts and planks
in some newly-established sawmills, Schoenhausen, Varzin